[Epidemiology and prognostic value of organ failure during severe malaria in the Principal Military Teaching Hospital of Dakar, Senegal].
We report the results of a retrospective study in the medical intensive care unit of the Principal Military Teaching Hospital of Dakar. The objectives were to determine the epidemiological and clinical aspects of severe malaria and to evaluate the prognostic values of the failure of different organs. Eighty-seven patients were admitted for severe malaria. Their average age was 35 ± 18.53 with a sex-ratio of 1.71 for men. Mortality was 33.3% and concerned mainly young adults. Neurological failure was the most frequent (79.3%). Hemodynamic failure was the most relevant prognostic factor for mortality, followed by hypoglycemia, respiratory and renal failure. The Simplified Acute Physiology Score II (SAPS II) was reliable in predicting mortality. The mean SAPS II was 44.85, with an expected mortality of 32.6%.